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File photo shows the MV Maersk Emerald, a 366-meter containership with a capacity of 13,000 TEU. Photo:
MarineTraffic.com/Pinko Palinko
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A 366-meter-long containership grounded in the Suez Canal on Friday, but was refloated and ship traffic was able
to continue through the waterway.

The ship is identified as the 366-meter-long Maersk Emerald, registered in Singapore.

Leth Agencies, which offers transit services in the Suez Canal, reported on Twitter that the ship grounded at
kilometer 98, on the northern end of the canal, after experiencing engine trouble. It was transiting as part of a
southbound convoy and was number five in line. The vessel was refloated within a matter of hours and ship traffic
was able to resume as normal.

The Suez Canal Authority has since confirmed the incident, reporting that four tugs were used to refloat the vessel.
The SCA notes that the ship was transiting in the northern end of the “new” Suez Canal, where there are two lanes
of traffic, so impacts from the incident were minimal.

Maersk has also now confirmed the incident in an emailed statement:

“We hereby confirm that Maersk Emerald has been refloated and will be anchored at Great Bitter Lake, part of the
Suez Canal, to proceed with the investigation about the causes that brought her to run aground on May 28th. 
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“Built in 2012, she is a TC* vessel with Singapore flag that navigated southbound in the moment she stranded. All
crew members are safe,” the statement said.

AIS ship tracking data shows the ship has now arrived at the Great Bitter Lake, where it is reportedly awaiting an
inspection.

The Suez Canal Authority head, Osama Rabea, said the incident shows that the waterway has adequate capacity
to handle such situations, as well as highlights the importance of having two lanes of traffic. Nevertheless, the
incident sparks flashbacks of the Ever Given grounding which halted traffic through the canal for nearly a week
back in March, creating global disruptions.

Maersk Emerald has a TEU capacity of a little over 13,000 twenty-foot equivalent containers (TEU), making it
slightly smaller than Ever Given, but still very big.

In the aftermath of the Ever Given incident (which by the way remains held by the Suez Canal Authority over
compensation), the Suez Canal has begin dredging work to widen and deepen the southern end where there is
currently only one lane for ships to transit.

Tags:

maersk emerald  suez canal

Sign up for our newsletter

email Subscribe

  Prev   Back to Main Next 

Join the 69,013 members that receive our newsletter.

email

Have a news tip? Let us know.

Be the First  
to Know

Subscribe

Related Articles

Shipping

Egyptian Court Postpones
Ever Given Hearing

By Abdel Latif Wahba and Salma El
Wardany (Bloomberg) — An Egypt
court on Saturday adjourned a case
on the container ship that blocked the
Suez Canal to allow for more...

May 29 2021 Total Views: 2238 

Shipping

Iranian Tanker Seized by
Indonesia is Released After
4 Months

JAKARTA, May 29 (Reuters) – An
Iranian-flagged tanker seized by
Indonesia in January over the
suspected illegal transfer of oil has
been released, an Indonesian official

Shipping

Coast Guard Reminds
Boaters to Keep it Safe this
Memorial Day Weekend

The U.S. Coast Guard is reminding
boaters to be celebrate safely this
Memorial Day Weekend. This week,
the Coast Guard and Coast Guard
Auxiliary have celebrated National

Advertise Forum Jobs 

https://gcaptain.com/tag/maersk-emerald/
https://gcaptain.com/tag/suez-canal/
https://gcaptain.com/general-average-declared-for-nyk-delphinus-after-engine-fire-off-california/
https://gcaptain.com/
https://gcaptain.com/royal-navy-disputes-russia-claim-it-booted-a-british-warship-from-waters-near-annexed-crimea/
mailto:tips@gcaptain.com
https://gcaptain.com/egyptian-court-pushes-ever-given-hearing-to-june-20/
https://gcaptain.com/category/shipping/
https://gcaptain.com/egyptian-court-pushes-ever-given-hearing-to-june-20/
https://gcaptain.com/iranian-tanker-seized-by-indonesia-is-released-after-4-months/
https://gcaptain.com/category/shipping/
https://gcaptain.com/iranian-tanker-seized-by-indonesia-is-released-after-4-months/
https://gcaptain.com/coast-guard-reminds-boaters-to-keep-it-safe-this-memorial-day-weekend/
https://gcaptain.com/category/shipping/
https://gcaptain.com/coast-guard-reminds-boaters-to-keep-it-safe-this-memorial-day-weekend/
https://gcaptain.com/advertising/
https://forum.gcaptain.com/
https://jobsite.gcaptain.com/


31-5-2021 'Maersk Emerald' Briefly Grounds in Suez Canal, Triggering Flashbacks of Ever Given – gCaptain

https://gcaptain.com/maersk-emerald-briefly-grounds-in-suez-canal-triggering-flashbacks-of-ever-given/ 3/3

May 29, 2021 Total Views: 2238  and Iranian state media...

May 29, 2021 Total Views: 1323 

Safe Boating Week,...

May 28, 2021 Total Views: 922 

Sign Up Now for gCaptain Daily
Just enter your email and get hot news every morning

email Subscribe

The Leader in Maritime and Offshore News

Information

About

Our Store

Careers

Advertise with gCaptain

Social

 Facebook

凌 Instagram

 Twitter

Contacts
For general inquiries and to contact us, please email: info@gcaptain.com

To submit a story idea or contact our editors, please email: tips@gcaptain.com

Email: MikeMcDonald@gcaptain.com Phone: +1.805.704.2536.

Subscribe Now
Enter your email and get some awesome stuff every week

email Subscribe

Advertise Forum Jobs 

https://gcaptain.com/about/
https://shop.gcaptain.com/
https://jobsite.gcaptain.com/
https://gcaptain.com/advertising/
https://www.facebook.com/gCaptain-27223368885/
https://www.instagram.com/gcaptain
https://twitter.com/gCaptain
mailto:info@gcaptain.com
mailto:tips@gcaptain.com
mailto:MikeMcDonald@gcaptain.com
https://gcaptain.com/advertising/
https://forum.gcaptain.com/
https://jobsite.gcaptain.com/

